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Women courageously fought the battle to 
obtain voting rights from the earliest days of 
the United States.

Women’s voting rights was intertwined in the 
emergence of civil rights for all.

This presentation provides a view of some 
of the high points in a journey that lasted 
more than 100 years. 



In 1776, Abigail Adams, 
wrote to her husband and 
asked him to “remember 
the ladies” in the new code 
of laws.

John Adams replied, “men 
will fight the despotism of 
the petticoat.”



http://history.ocde.us/historyday/2008/3602/Bibliography.html



1777—Women lost the right to vote in New 
York.

1780—Women lost the right to vote in 
Massachusetts.

1784—Women lost the right to vote in New 
Hampshire.

1807—Women lost the right to vote in New 
Jersey, the last state to revoke the right.



In 1836, Angelina Grimke called on women from 
the South to publicly reject slavery.
1837— A pastoral letter from the General 
Association of Massachusetts to the 
Congregational Churches Under Their Care
made a declaration against women speaking out 
against slavery it was mainly directed toward the 
Grimke Sisters.

Sarah and Angelina Grimke



In 1840, the World Anti-Slavery Convention was held 
in London.  Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
and other women were barred from participating 
because they were women.

Elizabeth Cady StantonLucretia Mott



1848—The first Women’s Rights convention in 
Seneca Falls, New York was held. Equal suffrage 
proposed by Elizabeth Cady Stanton was adopted.

1850—The Women’s Rights convention was held in 
April in Salem, Ohio. The National Women's Rights 
convention was held in October in Worcester, 
Massachusetts.

1850-1861—Annual Women's Rights conventions 
were held. The last, in 1861, in Albany, New York 
lobbied for a liberalized divorce bill. Horace Greely 
opposed the bill, which lost.



1861–1865—Over the objections of Susan B. 
Anthony, women put aside suffrage activities to 
assist the Civil War effort.

1867—The 14th Amendment passed in 
Congress, defining citizens as "male.“ This was 
the first usage of the word male in the 
Constitution.  

Kansas campaigned for Black and women 
suffrage but both causes were lost.  

Susan B. Anthony formed the Equal Rights 
Association, working for universal suffrage.



1868—The 14th Amendment was ratified. 

The 15th Amendment passed Congress, giving 
the 
vote to Black men.  Women petitioned to be   
included but were turned down. 

The New England Woman Suffrage Association  
was formed.  

In New Jersey, 172 women voted and their 
ballots  
were ignored



1869—Frederick Douglass and others backed 
away from woman suffrage to join the fight for 
Black male suffrage.  

The Wyoming territory granted the first women 
suffrage since 1807.



1869— The American Woman Suffrage 
Association was formed in November with 
Henry Ward Beecher as president.  

In England, John Stuart Mill, 
economist and husband of 
suffragist Harriet Taylor, 
published On the Subjugation 
of Women. 

http://remnanttrust.ipfw.edu/assets/images/docs/wom
en/subjection-women/milltaylor.jpg



1870—The 15th Amendment was ratified. 

The Grimke sisters, now quite aged, and 42 other 
women attempted to vote in Massachusetts, their 
ballots were cast but ignored.

The Utah territory granted women suffrage.

1871—The Anti-Suffrage Society was formed.



1872—Susan B. Anthony and supporters were 
arrested for voting.  Anthony's sisters and 11 
other women were held for $500 bail. Anthony 
herself was held for $1000 bail.

Susan B Anthony
http://www.winningthevote.org/images/SBAnthony1.jpg



The Judge at Susan B. Anthony’s trial ruled out
imprisonment but instead found her guilty of 

illegal
voting, fined her $100.  He asked Anthony if she
had anything to say…

“Yes, your honor, I have many things to say; for in your ordered 
verdict of guilty, you have trampled under foot every vital 
principle of our government. My natural rights, my civil rights, my 
political rights, my judicial rights, are all alike ignored. Robbed of 
the fundamental privilege of citizenship, I am degraded from the
status of a citizen to that of a subject; and not only myself 
individually, but all of my sex, are, by your honor’s verdict, 
doomed to political subjection under this, so-called, form of 
government.”



1875—In Minor vs. Happerstett the 
U.S. Supreme Court decided that 
being a citizen does not guarantee 
suffrage. 

1876—On July 4th, in Philadelphia, 
Susan B. Anthony read The 
Declaration for the Rights of Women 
from a podium in front of the Liberty 
Bell. 

1878—Women Suffrage Amendment 
first introduced in U.S. Congress.

Virginia Minor



1882—The House and Senate 
appointed committees on women 
suffrage, both report favorably.

1884—Belva Lockwood ran for 
president. The U.S. House of 
Representatives debated women 
suffrage.

1886—Women protested being 
excluded from the dedication 
ceremonies for the Statue of Liberty. 
The suffrage amendment reached the 
U.S. Senate floor, it was defeated two 
to one.

Belva Lockwood



1893—Matilda Joslyn Gage 
published Woman, Church and 
State.

After a vigorous campaign led by 
Carrie Chapman Catt, Colorado men 
voted for women suffrage.

1894—Despite 600,000 signatures, 
a petition for women suffrage was 
ignored in New York. 

1895—Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
published The Woman's Bible. Utah 
women regained suffrage.

1896—Idaho granted women

Matilda Joslyn Gage



1900—Carrie Chapman Catt 
took over the reins of the 
NASWA.

1902—Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, born in 1815, dies.

1906—Susan B. Anthony, 
born in 1820, dies. Carrie Chapman Catt



1910—Washington granted women 
suffrage…the very first state to do so!



1907—Harriet Stanton 
Blatch, Elizabeth's 
daughter, formed the 
Equality League of Self 
Supporting Women which 
became the Women's 
Political Union in 1910. She 
introduced the English 
suffragists' tactics of 
parades, street speakers, 
and pickets.



1911—California granted women suffrage. 

In New York City, 3,000 marched for suffrage.

1912—Teddy Roosevelt's Progressive Party 
included women suffrage in their platform. 



1913— On the eve of Wilson’s inauguration the 
Women's Suffrage parade was attacked by a 
mob. Hundreds of women were injured, no 
arrests were made. 

Alaskan Territory granted suffrage. 

President Woodrow Wilson

http://www.archives.gov/calendar/images/woodro
w-wilson.jpg



1916—Alice Paul and other 
women broke away from the 
NASWA and formed the National 
Women's Party (NWP).

1917—Beginning in January, 
NWP posted silent "Sentinels of 
Liberty" at the White House.  In 
June, the arrests began.  Nearly 
500 women were arrested, 168 
women served jail time, and many 
of the suffragists were brutalized 
by their jailers. 

Alice Paul



1918— The jailed suffragists were released 
from prison.   The appellate court ruled all the 
arrests were illegal. 

President Wilson declared support for suffrage. 

Suffrage Amendment passed in the U.S. House 
with exactly a 2/3 vote but lost by two votes in 
the Senate.



1919—In January, the NWP held a "Watchfire 
for Freedom."  It was maintained until the 
Suffrage Amendment passed in the U.S. 
Senate on June 4th.

The battle for ratification by at least 36 states 
began.

1920—The 19th Amendment, called the Susan 
B. Anthony Amendment, was ratified by 
Tennessee on August 18th and became a law 
on August 26th.



The League of Women Voters stated that the fight 
for women's rights ended with the passage of the 
19th Amendment.  In 1931, the league's president 
claimed, "nearly all discriminations have been 
removed." 

Josephine McGowan wrote: 
“The 19th Amendment has wrought no miracle in 
politics. It has neither brought about dire 
consequences foretold by the anti-suffragist nor 
yet produced the millennium of which the pioneers 
dreamed.”



Into the 20th century women continued to work 
toward obtaining equal treatment in other aspects 
of life.

The differential  or "gender gap” in the pay scale is 
just one of the many obstacles that women have 
continued to confront.

Women’s continued successes rest on the backs 
of those who fought the voting rights battles.



Today:
Only 90 (16.8%) of the 535 seats in the 111th 
U.S. Congress are held by women.
Of the 100 seats in the U.S. Senate only 17 
(17%) are represented by women.
In the House of Representatives, 73 (16.8%) of 
the 435 seats are held by women.

CAWP: Center for American Women in Politics, Rutgers, New Brunswick, 
NJ. 
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